
National Interdisciplinary Conversation on the Environment 
9am to 4pm AEST – Wednesday August 26, 2026 

Hybrid: In person at The University of Queensland’s St Lucia campus, Room 275, Level 2 
Global Change Institute (Building #20) and online 

Register for Zoom link and catering here 
 

9:00am – Prof. Winnifred Louis, Social Change Lab – Acknowledgement of Country, Opening remarks 
and Dr Robyn Gulliver, Advocacy Research Network – Overview of ARN 
9:15am – Patricia Lee, Sustainability Strategy Implementation – UQ’s Sustainability Framework and 
Plan (2026-2029) and sustainability best practices in higher education 
9:35am – Prof. Justine Bell-James, Climate Change Research Network – Marine and coastal restoration 
research at UQ 
9:55am – Prof. Kristen Lyons & Dr Sara Mejia Muñoz, School of Social Science; Prof. Lana Friesen, 
School of Economics; Prof. Jagjit Plahe, Monash University – Can solutions to the climate crisis uphold 
human rights? A Q&A on our interdisciplinary approach 

10:20am – Morning tea 
10:40am – A/Prof. Fiona Charlson, Mental Health and Climate Change Research Network – A 
transdisciplinary approach to addressing the mental health impacts of climate change 
11:00am – A/Prof. Johanna Nalau, Australian Research Centre for Human Evolution (ARCHE), School 
of Environment and Science, Griffith University – Climate Adaptation: Emerging global trends 

11:20am – School of Mathematics and Physics: Prof. Matthew Holden – Are protected areas actually 
good for biodiversity? Tapash Alister – Geckos, grass and logistic growth; Dr Luz Pascal – Using the 
value of information for environmental decision-making 

11:40am – Ava Disney, School of Psychology – Unpacking the role(s) of parenthood in pro-
environmental behaviour (co-authors Prof. Kelly Fielding & Prof. Winnifred Louis); Shu Chen, School of 
Communication and Arts – Communicating our way to successful private land conservation (co-
authors Prof. Kelly Fielding & Prof. Jonathan Rhodes) 

12:00pm – Dr Natalie Lis, School of Architecture, Design and Planning – Drained: An architectural 
history of birds, water and industry 

12:20pm – Lunch break 

1:20pm – Prof. Matt McDonald, POLSIS – COP31 and the challenges of global climate cooperation 

1:40pm – A/Prof. Pedro Fidelman, Centre for Policy Futures – Social and Environmental Sustainability – 
Environmental governance for emerging sustainability challenges 

2:00pm – Showcase of research from the Net Zero Observatory (NZO), UQ Business School: 
Dr Samuel Pearson & David Cheney – Use of AI in influencing climate change beliefs and eliciting 
climate change conversion narratives; Prof. Matthew Hornsey & Jarren Nylund – Perceptions of climate 
change activists (including science activists) 

2:20pm – Yvonne Orley, WILPF Australia Board President – The roots of Australian sustainability 

2:40pm – Prof. Winnifred Louis, Social Change Lab – Discussant summary and concluding remarks 

3-4pm – Networking reception with drinks and finger food for in-person attendees  

 
After the networking reception, all are welcome to stay on for our PEPSS Seminar from 4:00-5:30pm, 
an interdisciplinary panel discussion on “The power of vested interests to prevent social change”, 
featuring panellists: A/Professor Marianne Hanson, Honorary A/Professor in International Relations, 
School of Political Science and International Studies at The University of Queensland; and Professor 
Daniel Nyberg, Professor of Sustainability and Organisation Theory, The University of Manchester. 

In person: Room 275, Level 2, Global Change Institute (Building 20), UQ St Lucia 

Or register for the Zoom link. 

https://events.humanitix.com/nice-2026
https://events.humanitix.com/august-pepss-seminar
https://events.humanitix.com/august-pepss-seminar

