National Interdisciplinary Conversation on the Environment
9am to 4pm AEST - Wednesday August 26, 2026
Hybrid: In person at The University of Queensland’s St Lucia campus, Room 275, Level 2
Global Change Institute (Building #20) and online
Register for Zoom link and catering here

9:00am - Prof. Winnifred Louis, Social Change Lab — Acknowledgement of Country, Opening remarks
and Dr Robyn Gulliver, Advocacy Research Network — Overview of ARN

9:15am - Patricia Lee, Sustainability Strategy Implementation — UQ’s Sustainability Framework and
Plan (2026-2029) and sustainability best practices in higher education

9:35am - Prof. Justine Bell-James, Climate Change Research Network — Marine and coastal restoration
research at UQ

9:55am - Prof. Kristen Lyons & Dr Sara Mejia Muioz, School of Social Science; Prof. Lana Friesen,
School of Economics; Prof. Jagjit Plahe, Monash University — Can solutions to the climate crisis uphold
human rights? A Q&A on our interdisciplinary approach

10:20am - Morning tea

10:40am - A/Prof. Fiona Charlson, Mental Health and Climate Change Research Network - A
transdisciplinary approach to addressing the mental health impacts of climate change

11:00am - Dr Natalie Lis, School of Architecture, Design and Planning — Drained: An architectural
history of birds, water and industry

11:20am - Prof. Matthew Holden, School of Mathematics and Physics — speakers and talk titles TBC
11:40am - Prof. Kelly Fielding, School of Communication and Arts - TBC

12:00pm — A/Prof. Johanna Nalau, Australian Research Centre for Human Evolution (ARCHE), School
of Environment and Science, Griffith University — Climate Adaptation: Emerging global trends (TBC)

12:20pm - Lunch break
1:20pm - Prof. Matt McDonald, POLSIS - COP31 and the challenges of global climate cooperation

1:40pm - A/Prof. Pedro Fidelman, Centre for Policy Futures — Social and Environmental Sustainability —
Environmental governance for emerging sustainability challenges

2:00pm - Prof. Matthew Hornsey, UQ Business School - speakers and talk titles TBC
2:20pm - Prof. Winnifred Louis, Social Change Lab — Concluding remarks

3-4pm - Networking reception


https://events.humanitix.com/nice-2026

