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We identified 35 publications on peace activism in Google Scholar for the period of
November 2022. The publications include both theoretical and empirical papers. Of the 35
articles, only two of them emerge when a quotation mark is applied to specify the key term.
They are a PhD thesis (Cardenas, 2022) and a book (McCannon, 2022). The thesis had strong
relevance with the topic of peace activism, however, it is not included in the review below
because our protocol excludes theses from the review. In addition, we also exclude the book
from our review because we found it as non-relevant to the topic. Of the 33 papers we found
from removing the quotation mark from the key term, 18% of them were relevant, 12% of
them were classed as partially relevant, while the rest were not relevant. Not all papers were
published in English, of course, but we found 90% of them were in English, and the rest were
in Korean, Portuguese, and in German. We summarised the relevant papers based on their
key findings below.

Key findings

We found that studies on peace activism published in November 2022 addressed
different movements and protests rising around the globe. From the case studies published,
they include the anti-war protest in Czech Republic (Navratil, 2022), the anti-militarization
movement in Israel (Silva, 2022), and the anti-gun violence movement in the US (Smith and
Welch, 2022). The studies do more than just understanding the growth of different types of

social movements. They discussed the significant roles of peace scholars and activists who
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support the growth and development of the movements. In the context of developing
countries, peace activists were responsible for navigating potential tensions among different
parties and in articulating potential demands in the society (Georgi, 2022; Navratil, 2022;
Silva, 2022). More broadly, they were also responsible for developing platforms facilitating
the actions and maintaining suitable environment to raise people’s awareness about the issues
they are advocating (Navratil, 2022; Silva, 2022). Peace activists were also actively
participating in social movements especially against the use of radical strategies to achieve
political goals (e.g., violence). It was recognised that peace advocates have been playing a
significant role in reducing violence and promoting harmony, love, and care in their society
(Smith and Welch, 2022).
Methodologies and approaches

Case studies were the most common methodology used to understand this topic, and
the studies were based on different types of peace activism in different geographical locations
(Georgi, 2022; Navratil, 2022; Shulika, 2022; Silva, 2022; Smith and Welch, 2022). There
seems to be a pattern where empirical understanding toward a case of peace activism in a
specific context (e.g., a country) is used to understand the similar patterns of activism in
different contexts. Previous academic literatures were commonly used to form a better idea of
the present and the future of peace activism worldwide.
Participants and context findings

Though most of the studies obtained data from the general population, there are a
few studies that explored the topic among a specific population. For example, discussing the
contribution of feminist scholars and activists in promoting peace and anti-violence, some
research highlighted the importance of women in providing actions as agents and architects
of peace in times of conflict (Shulika, 2022; Confortini & Wibben, 2022). Studies thus
provided further insights into women's empowerment in peacebuilding and concluded women

are equally significant contributors and stakeholders in peace processes.
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