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We identified 28 documents published on peace activism in Google Scholar for a 

period of October 2022. They include theoretical papers, empirical papers, and case studies. 

Among the 28 articles, only nine of them emerge when a quotation mark is used to specify 

the key term. These papers which included the term “peace activism” included eight book 

chapters from Matusitz (2022), which we considered as individual sources in line with the 

Google Scholar search results, and a peer-reviewed journal article. However, we also found 

that not all of those documents specifically focused on the topic of ‘peace activism’. The 

summary below considers the papers as a group. 

Participants and contexts studied 

One aspect of the papers that we considered was the nature of the participants and the 

contexts studied.  In general, we found that many October 2022 studies on peace activism 

focused on children (Matusitz, 2022a, 2022b, 2022d, 2022g), young adults (Walsh, 2022), 

and women (Sass, 2022). The research was diverse, engaging with different contexts such as 

the use of digital technologies and social media (Russo & Grasso, 2022) and how religious 

and spirituality perspectives are associated with developing peaceful tactics to seek for social 

change (Matusitz, 2022a, 2022f).  

Methodologies and approach 
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Case studies based on geographical locations were used to present a detailed 

understanding of peace and conflict in specific contexts (Feather, 2022; Lehrs, 2022; 

Matusitz, 2022c; Oosterom, 2022). Many studies specifically addressed the challenge of 

peacebuilding, and how to transform the actors into agents of peace (e.g., Matusitz, 2022d, 

2022e, 2022f). In this approach, bi-directional perspectives are applied such that the 

exploration of factors that influence individuals to become violent actors is needed to 

understand the trajectory of peaceful process. While many scholars continue to use interview 

and survey methods (e.g., Oosterom, 2022), recent papers also take advantage of the 

availability of computational methods (e.g., scraping social media data online) to address 

research questions related to conflict and peace (Russo & Grasso, 2022).  

Key findings 

Although studies on peace activism often focus on a practical and applied level, the 

fundamentals of peace activism are discussed to address some viewpoints on activism such as 

the differences between positive and negative peace, and the major theories that influence the 

discourses of peace activism (e.g., the intersection between love and revolution, Lazar, 2022). 

Positive peace refers to attitudes, institutions, and structures that create and sustain peaceful 

societies, while negative peace refers to the absence of violence or fear of violence. More 

applied papers, however, emphasize that the trajectory of peace is not only about the political 

leadership, but also the bottom-up grassroots movements and community-based practices that 

significantly contribute to the peacebuilding process (Matusitz, 2022d; Oosterom, 2022; 

Wignall, 2022). Therefore, multilevel collaboration and partnerships are strongly emphasized 

as important to build to turn conflict into peace. 

The October 2022 studies on peace activism also address different movements rising 

across the globe and how these movements are linked to the local and trans-national contexts 

at the same time (Pessina, 2022). Scholars discuss the trans-national links for different 

movements that address inter-linked global problems such as discrimination against minority 

groups (e.g., race, sexual, gender, etc.) and environmental and climate issues (Hasani, 2022; 

Lazar, 2022).     
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